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Message from the Chair

I hope that you have all had a good start to 2021 despite the continuing
challenges that we face. It is hard to believe that its February already and
almost 3 months since our first ever independent conference! It was also
our first virtual event and I’d like to thank all those of you who participated
for making it such an enjoyable and successful day. For those of you who
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were unable to attend, you can read more about the conference in this
edition of ab FAB.
2020 saw the BAFA community continue to grow, and we have now become a truly international
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Association with members from over 20 different countries and every continent. This is something to
celebrate and I hope that all of you will be able to benefit from the opportunities that this brings, such
as the chance to make new friends and exchange knowledge about research and practice in different
countries and across the UK.
We are looking forward to the year ahead and anticipating that pretty soon we will be able to return
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to some kind of normality and once again meet each other face to face. That said, the new skills we

University of Portsmouth

have learnt during lockdown will enable us to combine digital technology with traditional ways of
interacting at forthcoming events, so that we can continue to connect on a global scale.

Research by Joanna
Bonczarowska & Samia
Gaballah

BAFA Virtual Winter
Conference

One of BAFA’s primary goals for 2021 is to strengthen the links between forensic anthropology
practice and academia. By doing this we aim to provide an environment which will both support
professional development and promote the creation of applied research projects. I encourage all of
you to engage with each other and discuss any ideas that you might have for collaborative ventures.
Please also let the BAFA Committee know if you have any suggestions for CPD events, research fora
and conferences. Thank you once again for your continued support!
Dr Julie Roberts ChFA, MCSFS

Missing People – BAFA Charity 2021
Missing People is a national UK organisation that
offers assistance to people who run away and/or go
missing and their families.
BAFA Members have voted Missing People as our
nominated BAFA Charity for the year 2021.
We are planning a number of fundraising events to
support Missing People this year. In addition we will
be making a donation of £300 to the Charity in 2021.
We can already announce a BAFA Bake fundraiser
coming soon! We will formally announce the
fundraiser in the coming weeks with further details
how to join this event..

Steering Committee Update
The positions of existing and new members of the BAFA Steering
Committee were ratified by BAFA members at the AGM on the 12th
December 2020. The tenure of the positions is for three years, and the
Steering Committee now comprises:
Chair: Julie Roberts
Vice Chair / Commercial Officer: Linda Ainscough
Secretary: Rachael Carew
Treasurer: Helen Langstaff
Membership Secretary: Amy Rattenbury
Communications and Outreach Officer: Jan Bikker
International Liaison Officer: Sarah Ellingham
Academic R&D Officer: Paige Tynan
Student Officer: Samantha di Simone
We would like to thank the outgoing officers for all their hard work and
support during the last three years and welcome the new members onto
the committee. We look forward to representing you in the three years to
come and working hard on your behalf to further develop and expand the
Association. Thank you all for voting!
We have started the transition to Charity status after BAFA Members
voted in favor at the AGM on the 12th December 2020. The approved
documents can be found at: http://www.bafa.uk/documents.html
Dr Julie Roberts ChFA, MCSFS

Please have a look at their website
and learn more about the charity's
current campaigns:
https://www.missingpeople.org.uk/
for.../news-and-campaigns

BAFA Bake for Charity
Virtual Event
BAFA will be hosting the first fundraising event for the charity
Missing People in March 2021. The event will be a virtual
Baking event on the themes of Forensic Anthropology and
related fields!
Details on how to enter and donate will follow shortly! Keep
an eye out on our website and social media pages..

Prepare your baking gears!

Student Forum
This space is dedicated to BAFA student members. During the current challenging
circumstances, we thought it would help to provide you with some links and
descriptions for online resources related to archaeology, anthropology and forensic
science. Staying indoors and adapting to a new routines can be difficult, however,
this does not have to stop you from broadening your knowledge and interests. We
can still create an opportunity to share our passion for archaeology, anthropology
and forensic science. We will keep the list of resources here updated and refresh it
with new links. Feel free to email: STUDENT@BAFA.UK if you have any
suggestions or further questions

Online Courses
Computer Forensic Online Webinar

Open access Journals

Open-source software: 3D Slicer
Forensic Science International Synergy
3D printing in Medicine
Forensic Science International: Reports
Forensic Science International: Digital Investigation
Forensic Science International: Animals and Environments
Forensic Science International: Mind and Law

Blogs and Podcasts
Channels of interest
Bioanthro Talk new videos
Podcasts
New episodes of Career in Ruins
Paradigm Forensics - Real CSI's
discuss the challenge posed by
Coronavirus
Forensic Anthropology Companion

NEW BOOK highlight
Interpreting Bone Lesions and Pathology for Forensic Practice – 2020
By: Lucie Biehler-Gomez and Cristina Cattaneo
https://www.sciencedirect.com/book/9780323851626/interpreting-bone-lesions-andpathology-for-forensic-practice

Forensic Pathology Case Studies – 2021
By: Edda Emanuela Guareschi
https://www.sciencedirect.com/book/9780128242940/forensic-pathology-case-studies

Open Access articles of interest from:
Forensic Science International Synergy
“Increasing engagement of forensic pathologists with the public on social media:
Could there be room for live broadcasts?” (Obeson K., 2020)
“Choose your own murder: Non-linear narratives enhance student
understanding in forensic science education” (Thompson T. 2020).
“Effective approaches to three-dimensional digital reconstruction of fragmented
human skeletal remains using laser surface scanning” (Jani G., et al. 2020)
“Anthropological analysis of trauma in throat bone and cartilage: A review”
(Ubelaker D.H., et al. 2020)
“Quantifying human post-mortem movement resultant from decomposition
processes” (Wilson A., et al. 2020)

Podcast
Art and Anthro
Anthro Illustrated resources

Free Resources
online
National Museum of Health and
Medicine Virtual Resources
“A Voice for the Dead: The
Forensic Anthropologist”
The Bournemouth Protocol on
Mass Grave Protection and
Investigation
How to Write a successful
discussion: key sections &
common changes

In the Spotlight – University and Student Research

In the Spotlight..
At the University of Portsmouth, we have been delighted to spend the
past 12 weeks getting to know our new first year BSc Criminology and
Forensic Studies students as well as welcoming back our second and third
years. As for all courses with a practical element, teaching and learning in
a pandemic has presented several challenges, but has also provided
opportunities to be innovative and creative, and reassess our pedagogical
approach. This is particularly the case in relation to our taphonomy and
anthropological taught content across our provision.
Our third-year students are just completing a module in Forensic
Taphonomy, which encompasses several forensic ecology and taphonomy
related subjects and has enabled us to develop some very innovative
teaching methods for this subject including remote teaching of forensic
anthropology. Our technical team have been busy creating some fantastic
online crime scenes, including outdoor and indoor scenes to enable the
students to experience a variety of forensic contexts.
We recruited two new members of academic staff in 2020 who each have
individual specialisms within forensic ecology subjects and we have some
fascinating PhD subjects ready to go if any BAFA members are interested!
We have strong supervision in the forensic taphonomy area and currently
have one PhD candidate working on decomposition in the aquatic
environment, and another starting imminently working on Forensic
archaeology research.
Our Forensic Innovation Centre continues to enhance our links with
Hampshire Constabulary and other partners providing a joined-up
approach to research and practice, and we have close links with the
Forensic Capability Network. Through our Forensic Innovation Centre we
currently have students on placement in a variety of forensic roles, which
provide our students with a valuable real world outlook and an exciting
perspective from which to plan and carry out their dissertation research
when they return to campus.
Zoe Cadwell

DO YOU WANT TO FEATURE YOUR
RESEARCH OR HIGHLIGHT THE
WORK OF YOUR DEPARTMENT
OR UNIVERSITY IN THE
NEWSLETTER?
In the future issues of the BAFA newsletter
we will feature some of the research by our
members and highlight the research carried
out in departments and universities..not
only the UK, but also internationally.

Interested to write a piece for the
newsletter?
Please send an email to:
STUDENT@BAFA.UK

Spotify
From Spotify it is possible
to listen to a variety of
forensic, biological and
evolutionary anthropology
podcasts such as Forensic
Science – The Very Short
Introductions Podcast by
Jim Fraser

Can molecular pathogen detection aid
forensic identification?
Finding An Agent That’s Right For You
Joanna H. Bonczarowska

Doctoral Researcher, Institute of Clinical Molecular Biology (IKMB)
Kiel, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany
As someone with a great passion for studying past humans’ lives and deaths
by examining their skeletons, I constantly look for new tools that would
allow me to tell their stories in more detail. During my search, I stumbled
across the field of ancient DNA. After traditional and virtual anthropology,
there came a time when I decided to study bones at an even deeper,

.

molecular level. The place where my interests in palaeopathology and
forensics meet became the source of my question: can molecular pathogen
detection aid forensic identification?
I believe we are all aware that often times establishing the main biological
profile elements is not sufficient for positive identification of skeletal
remains, as a great number of individuals can match the provided criteria.
Matters are further complicated when use of dental records or a DNA
profile is unsuccessful. In such cases, characteristic elements of the
skeleton, such as trauma or disease-related lesions, can aid the identification
process. Although a number of diseases leave visible marks on the skeleton,
even more conditions do not. In addition, in majority of cases the lesions are
unspecific making the diagnosis of the underlying illness impossible.
Examining bones at a molecular level is a potential way of overcoming these
limitations, at least partially, as detection of pathogen DNA can provide a
conclusive diagnosis of bloodborne infectious diseases.
In recent years, advancements in technology allowed analysis of highly
degraded DNA, reconstructing genomes of pathogens as old as 7000 years.
Molecular diagnosis of an infection that is ongoing at the time of death
could be beneficial by providing additional information of the person’s close
environment. For instance, typical zoonoses, such as brucellosis, might
suggest a close contact with particular types of animals. Diagnosis of a
tropical infection can provide more information about the individual’s
provenance or suggest a recent migration. Moreover, certain communities
are at an increased exposure to pathogens such as Vibrio cholerae or human
immunodeficiency virus. Thus, I believe that molecular analysis exhibits a
great potential as an additional tool used in forensic identification.

“Diagnosis of a
tropical infection
can provide more
information about
the individual’s
provenance or
suggest a recent
migration”

Do termites eat bones?
SamiaAn
Gaballah
Finding
Agent That’s Right For You

Faculty of Archaeology, Conservation department, Cairo University,
Egypt.
Termites have been around since the advent of dinosaurs, which were about
145 to 66 million years ago, and since then termites have been known to
eat wood. During the research that Milne was doing, he found a mound of
termites in tropical Africa - in stone soil. Limestone - contains 2 tons of
calcium carbonate and, at a depth of six meters, discovered twenty
additional tons of calcium carbonate in its non-calcified soil (Milne, 1947 as
cited in Watson, 1974; Queiroz et al., 2017) What raised the question was
that termites feed on bones, is this purely a coincidence? Through other
exploratory studies, but in Nuba, another termite called Nasutitermes
Corniger has also been reported to extract calcium carbonate from the
bones for use in building their piles (Backwell et al., 2012), and another
species has been found in Peru. From a termite called Isoptera, which is
believed not to dig the bone to extract calcium carbonate from the bone,
but may feed on it only due to a lack of cellulose in the soil, or being an
obstacle within the range of this type of termite (Huchet et al., 2011),
Termite digs on the bones have appeared in the form of pits and gaps that
take the form of stars.
Termites will likely feed on the bones in order to meet their dietary
requirements for nitrogen. Termites receive very little nitrogen from the
cellulose in wood and plant material. As for termite species that feed on
bones, according to the presence of nitrogen in a 3: 4% ratio of bone
formation, buried bones make the appropriate source of nitrogen (Wrobel
& Biggs, 2018).
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SUGGESTIONS?

WORKSHOP IDEAS?

FUNDRAISING IDEAS?
Idea for a Webinar?
If you have any suggestions or ideas for a webinar, workshop or a piece for the newsletter,
do not hesitate to contact us! If you wish to support the ‘MISSING PEOPLE’ charity by
organising a Fundraiser, get in touch!

12 December 2020
December saw BAFA host it’s second virtual conference. We had over 150
registered delegates, and despite some minor issues with the original
delegate link, the day ran smoothly with great engagement. Again we were
pleased to see an international representation in both our delegates and
presenters with 26 different posters on display from various associated
disciplines. The theme of the virtual conference was ‘Digital Forensic
Anthropology’. Throughout the day the conference featured the annual
BAFA AGM, a poster session (with prizes), a keynote speaker, an
interactive virtual workshop and an interactive discussion session.
From Thursday 10th December and Saturday 12th December BAFA hosted
an online poster conference covering all topics relating to forensic
anthropology.
The
posters
are
still
available
at:
http://www.bafa.uk/poster-room.
The keynote speech on ‘3D CT data in forensic anthropology casework’
was kindly delivered by Dr Negahnaz Moghaddam of the University of
Lausanne. The interactive 3D modelling workshop introduced the concept
of 3D modelling of bones from computed tomography (CT) data, and
guided attendees through the steps to create their own models on their
own computers using Slicer-software. The Workshop was organised and
presented by Rachael Carew, Madeline Robles & Dr Helen Langstaff.
Following the keynote speaker, a Student-led discussion session on digital
anthropology & blended learning was led Samantha de Simone.
Perspectives from Liverpool John Moores University and Wrexham
Glyndŵr University were presented by Kayleigh Hughes and Paige Tynan,
respectively. The presentations were followed by a break-out group
discussions and a summary of points presented by Samantha de Simone.
The conference was closed with a virtual social event with quizzes and
prizes, hosted by Samantha de Simone & Rachael Carew.
We want to give a special thanks again to everyone who contributed on
the day with questions or discussions, who viewed and voted for their
favourite poster and stayed for the quiz at the end of the night. We want
to thank Amy Rattenbury specifically for managing the conference platform
and ensuring that the conference ran smoothly throughout the day.

POSTER Prize winners
The quality of the submitted posters was again outstanding and
a close race in each of the categories! A total of 26 posters were
entered into the competition. Winners were nominated in 3
categories: Attandee’s Choice, BAFA Committee’s choice and
Presenter’s Choice. After the votes were counted, the following
posters came out on top:
Attendee’s Choice:
THE BIG PUZZLE: VIRTUAL RE-ASSOCIATION OF FRAGMENTED
HUMAN REMAINS IN DVI presented by: Lise Malfroy Camine,
Vincent Varlet, Claudine Abegg, Lorenzo Campana, Silke Grabherr,
Negahnaz Moghaddam
Committee’s Choice:
THE EFFECT OF BACTERIA VS ENVIRONMENT ON BONE
DIAGENESIS presented by: Caley Mein & Dr Anna Williams
Presenter’s Choice:
VIOLENCE AGAINST TRANSGENDER INDIVIDUALS AND THE
ROLE OF FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGISTS presented by: Taylor
Flaherty
Each winner received a prize of 100 euro! Congratulations to the
winners and many thanks to the others for showcasing their
work!

Partners websites and resources
MentoringWomenInArch&Heritage
Forensic Archaeology Special Interest Group
Geophysics Group
Human Osteoarchaeology Special Interest
Group
BABAO British Association of Biological
Anthropology and Osteoarchaeology

Upcoming conferences
Cifa Forensic Archaeology SIG: 1st Annual Virtual
poster conference
27th Annual Meeting of the European Association
of Archaeologists: Widening Horizons
EMFA 2021 - 9th European Meeting on Forensic
Archaeology
BAHID virtual conference 10th April 2021 –
‘Identification in the Living’ (BAFA Members only)

Social Media

Where to find us online?
Please let us know if there is any specific content that you
would like to see added to the website and we will try to
incorporate these ideas as much as possible.

www.bafa.uk
You can now connect with us on the accounts below:

Twitter: @BAFA_info
Linkedin: British Association for Forensic Anthropology
Facebook: @BAFA.UK

