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Message from the Chair
Hello BAFA members,
We present to you the second newsletter of 2021. The current pandemic
has affected all of us on a personal and professional level. Despite the
ongoing challenges, we are continuing to develop BAFA as an
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independent Association. The news and updates in this newsletter show
our continued commitment.
We organized the first fundraiser event for our nominated charity of
2021, Missing People, earlier this year. The BAFA Bake-off Fundraiser
clearly demonstrated the baking talent and creativity we have amongst
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the Membership. We sincerely thank all who participated in the bake-off,
donated to the charity and voted.
With great regret, Samantha de Simone notified us that she wished to step down as BAFA Student
Officer. Samatha has contributed tremendously to engaging BAFA Student Members since she joined

Commercial Update

the Steering Committee and her enthusiasm greatly helped to grow BAFA as a professional Association.
We would like to sincerely thank Samantha for her hard work for the Association.

RAI Update
DVI update

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you once again for your continued enthusiasm and support
for the Association and our nominated charity for this year, Missing People. The current challenges are
not yet over, but together I believe we can continue to develop an inclusive environment where
students, researchers, lecturers and practitioners can come together to share ideas, experiences and
their passion for forensic anthropology. It is you, the members of BAFA, who are key to the success of
the Association, and your interest and engagement will be even more important in the forthcoming
years as we are hopefully returning to some sort of normalicy.
Dr Julie Roberts ChFA, MCSFS

Missing People – BAFA Charity 2021
Missing People is a national UK organisation that offers
assistance to people who run away and/or go missing and their
families.
BAFA Members have voted Missing People as our nominated
BAFA Charity for the year 2021. To coincide with the financial
year of the Charity, BAFA Members voted to extend our support
with an additional 3 months until April 2022.
We are planning another fundraising event to support Missing
People later this year. More will be announced this Summer. In
addition we will be donating £300 to the Charity.
Our first BAFA fundraiser was a success. Read more about the

Please have a look at their website
and learn more about the charity's
current campaigns:
https://www.missingpeople.org.uk/
for.../news-and-campaigns

winner of the BAFA Bake-off fundraiser for Missing Person
Charity below!

BAFA Bake-off Fundraiser - Virtual Event
We have a winner!
We have counted all the votes of the BAFA
Members. As expected, it was a close race and a
difficult one as all the entries looked great! In all, we
have raised over £100 for Missing Person charity.
The 10 entries showed we have amazing baking
talent in our midst.
The winner of the BAFA Bake-off Fundraiser for
MISSING

PEOPLE

Charity

was

CATHERINE

MAIDMENT with her Chocolate Cake with Fondant
Decorations. Congratulations on behalf of the BAFA
Steering Committee and MISSING PEOPLE charity
with your prize of £100. The runner-up in this close
contest was DR JULIE ROBERTS.

The Winner Catherine Maidment

We would like to thank all the participants for their
participation and support for the fundraiser. We
greatly appreciate your efforts and support for a
good cause!

You can still view all the other entries @
http://www.bafa.uk/competition.html

Student and Practitioners Forum

Mental Health in Forensics
The links below are just two instances where the mental heath of forensic
practitioners has been highlighted recently. Both provide very honest accounts of
the impact that dealing with forensic casework can have on individuals’ mental
health. This important issue has also recently been addressed at the annual
Interpol DVI meeting (virtual). Please see the DVI update in this newsletter for
more information.
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/black-country/how-crime-scene-investigator
overcame-19811700

RESOURCES
FASE – Overview of Osteological
Collectionsc
www.forensicanthropology.eu/os
teological-collections/
Wellcome Osteological Research

https://www.keyforensic.co.uk/news/mental-health-awareness-week-the-storyof-a-frontline-forensic-scientist/

Database

NEW BOOK highlight

BABAO online resources

Interpreting Bone Lesions and Pathology for Forensic Practice – 2020
By: Lucie Biehler-Gomez and Cristina Cattaneo

https://bit.ly/3rnB4Vl

https://www.sciencedirect.com/book/9780323851626/interpreting-bone-lesions-andpathology-for-forensic-practice

Radiopaedia’s radiology reference

https://bit.ly/3eVGsub

https://radiopaedia.org/

Updated Forensic Science Regulators Codes of Practice
and Conduct.
Issue 7 of the Forensic Science Regulators Codes of Practice and Conduct was
published in March this year. I would draw practitioners’ attention particularly to
sections 28.2, 28.3 and 28.4 outlining declarations / statements of compliance
which need to be in different types of reporting. Much of the content of these
sections was in previous versions, but there have been specific updates relating to
the requirement of a statement of whether results are from a method which
requires accreditation in streamlined forensic reporting (28.3.1 b i).

YOUTUBE
Some interesting
channels on youtube:
BioantTalks https://www.youtube.com/channel
/UCtA4p5VzNSk2yYCdlrwrY0Q

BAFA Steering Committee Update
New BAFA Student Officer
Samantha de Simone wished to step down as our BAFA Student Officer earlier this
year. Following a vote, CONNER WELTY has been nominated as the new BAFA
Student officer of the Association. Big congratulations to CONNER and we are sure
she will do a great job in her new role!

Medical Detectives and Mass
Fatality Incidents - Sean Smith
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=r0iZ2VZYXB8
Forensic Architecture
https://www.youtube.com/channel
/UCEeyMdTjYEYESf_8HyiCRAg

In the Spotlight – Liverpool John Moores University

Forensics and Human Identification at Liverpool John
Moores University (LJMU)
With a heritage that stretches back to 1823, LJMU is now one of the largest
and most well-established universities in the UK. LJMU offers both
undergraduate and postgraduate forensic programmes including BScs
Forensic Anthropology, BSc Forensic Science, BSc Policing Studies and
Forensics, MSc Forensic Anthropology and MSc Forensic Bioscience.
The osteology laboratories at LJMU house reference collections of over
800 skeletons excavated from medieval and post-medieval sites in
Cheshire and Gloucester, which are available for both research and
teaching. There are also specialist imaging labs equipped with digital X-ray
and NOMAD portable X-ray machines, 3D microscopes, 3D laser scanning
equipment and 3D printers. The new Life Sciences Building contains state
of the art facilities for forensic biological analysis such as the Low Copy
Number (LCN) laboratories for DNA work and the high-performance liquid
chromatography analytical and prep room.

DO YOU WANT TO FEATURE YOUR
RESEARCH OR HIGHLIGHT THE
WORK OF YOUR DEPARTMENT
OR UNIVERSITY IN THE
NEWSLETTER?
In the future issues of the BAFA newsletter
we will feature some of the research by our
members and highlight the research carried
out in departments and universities..not
only the UK, but also internationally.

Interested to write a piece for the
newsletter?
Please send an email to:
STUDENT@BAFA.UK

There is a strong forensic archaeology component within
the BSc and MSc forensic anthropology programmes and
the staff and students at LJMU have access to a
geophysical suite which includes ground penetrating
radar, electrical resistance, electromagnetic, magnetic
susceptibility and magnetic surveying equipment.
Most recently the forensic anthropology department
received internal funding from the university to construct
a new mass grave facility in the south of the city, and work
will begin at the site in the next academic year. The graves
will be used by 2nd and 3rd year undergraduates as well
as MSc students to enhance their knowledge and practical
skills in excavation techniques and the processes involved
in Disaster Victim Identification (DVI).

In the Spotlight – Liverpool John Moores University
Continued…

BAFA ONLINE….
Please let us know if there is any
specific content that you would like
to see added to the website or the
newsletter and we will try to
incorporate these ideas as much as
possible.

www.bafa.uk
You can now connect with us on
the accounts below:
Twitter: @BAFA_info
Linkedin: British Association for
Forensic Anthropology
Facebook: @BAFA.UK

Within the Forensic Anthropology department, staff research interests focus on the
development of new methods to detect buried remains and predict deposition sites;
Disaster Victim Identification particularly of burnt, fragmented, and commingled
remains; DNA studies, and development of methods to estimate population affinity.
Recent and current MSc and final year BSc students have researched a wide range of
topics such as the use of non-metric and cultural dental traits to aid in determination
of country of origin for victims of the Mediterranean migration crisis, osseous factors
involved in traumatic basal subarachnoid haemorrhage, determining sequence of
events in burnt and dismembered remains; and factors affecting DNA survival rates in
mass fatality incidents. Projects using primary data collected from the skeletal
reference collection have included growth and development studies, comparisons of
vertebral pathologies in urban and rural populations, and an anthropological /
radiographic study of sexual dimorphism in the clavicle.
LJMU is also home to Face Lab, a research group based at the University’s School of
Art and Design which explores faces and art-science applications. Scientists within
Face Lab carry out both forensic and archaeological research and consultancy work
including craniofacial analysis, facial depiction, and forensic art. They have used their
expertise to recreate historical faces from the past and also to assist the police with
criminal investigations and identification of the deceased. They utilise a wide range of
specialist techniques to do this, such as virtual 3D modelling, sculpting and painting,
3D animation using CGI, and manual sculpting for training and demonstration
purposes. Doctoral and postdoctoral research projects currently in progress include
postmortem and antemortem 2D and 3D facial comparison for forensic identification,
and migrant disaster victim identification in the Canary Islands.

In the Spotlight – Student Research @ UCLAN
Finding An Agent That’s Right For You
Microbial origins of bone diagenesis
Caley Mein
Doctoral Researcher, University of Central Lancashire, UK
Trauma is often seen in anthropological examinations, both in forensic and
archaeological contexts, but while the effects of trauma on soft tissue
decomposition have been well researched, but the effects of trauma on
bone alterations over time have not been established. Skeletal tissue can

.

undergo a series of physical and chemical changes after death, which are
dependent on the condition of the remains and on the deposition
environment. The main drivers of these changes are microbial attack. This
research hypothesises that damage to the surface of the bones, such as that
caused by trauma, can lead to easier microbial access to the internal
microstructure of the bone, resulting in increased diagenetic changes
around the trauma site.
As bone diagenesis has been heavily researched in attempts to develop
more accurate post-mortem interval estimations, it is important to
understand the extent at which trauma could affect diagenesis. This PhD
project uses porcine bones to compare the extent of microbially-driven
bone diagenesis occurring over time in bones that have been subjected to
either sharp-force trauma, or blunt-force trauma and bones that have no
surface damage using histological and trace elemental analysis.
The aim of this research is to add to the current knowledge and
understanding around bone diagenesis in forensic timescales.
About the author

“This research
hypothesises that
damage to the
surface of the bones,
such as that caused
by trauma, can lead
to easier microbial
access to the internal
microstructure of the
bone, resulting in
increased diagenetic
changes around the
trauma site”

Caley Mein is a PhD researcher based at the University of Central Lancashire,
supervised by Professor Anna Williams. Prior to starting her PhD, she undertook a
Masters by Research at the University of Huddersfield, also supervised by Professor
Anna Williams. For this she conducted research into the microbial origins of bone
diagenesis. Other qualifications include a BSc in Forensic and Analytical Science
from the University of Huddersfield, and a Diploma of Higher Education in
Operating Department Practice. Areas of interest include forensic anthropology,
forensic taphonomy, death sciences, and bioarchaeology. She has presented
research at various conferences, both in the UK and internationally. Her current
research is kindly part-funded through a studentship from Hunter Publications Ltd.

Domestic pig rib at 100x magnification
with a PMI of 14 days.

Other news..
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INTERPOL & DVI NEWS

Forensic Access, one of the UK's long established forensic science service providers recently acquired Alecto Forensic
Services. Swindon-based Alecto specialise in forensic: anthropology, archaeology, ecology, imaging, proficiency testing,
case reviews and CSI/ forensic training. Alecto's services are used by domestic and international law enforcement
agencies, military forces, government and non-governmental organisations, the legal profession, and private
clients. Several BAFA members will continue to practice forensic anthropology, undertaking casework and training under
this new Alecto / Access arrangement.
Cellmark Forensic Services, provider of a wide range of
forensic science services including forensic anthropology
and archaeology, this month launched their new DNA
Protected Service. This provides dog owners the
opportunity to have their dog’s DNA profile to be stored
on Cellmark’s Forensic Dog DNA Database. Collars or
tag’s show your dog’s DNA is registered, assisting in crime
prevention and means if the worst were to happen and
your dog were to be lost or stolen, it could help ensure a
safe return.
See https://www.dnaprotected.co.uk/ for further
information.

I-Familia DNA database

NEW Forensic INTERPOL DNA Database launched
The first of its kind, I-Familia is a global database for identifying missing
persons based on international DNA kinship matching.
The result of cutting-edge scientific research, the database seeks to
identify missing persons or unidentified human remains when direct
comparison is not possible, by using DNA samples from family members
instead.
This is a complex process – even more so when carried out
internationally – which is where INTERPOL can play a unique role
through its global network.
The driving principle behind I-Familia is humanitarian. Its aim is to
reunite loved ones or to bring closure to cases and allow families to
rebuild their lives.
For more information: https://www.interpol.int/en/How-wework/Forensics/I-Familia

xx

SUGGESTIONS?

WORKSHOP IDEAS?

FUNDRAISING IDEAS?
Idea for a Webinar?
If you have any suggestions or ideas for a webinar, workshop or a piece for the newsletter,
do not hesitate to contact us! If you wish to support the ‘MISSING PEOPLE’ charity by
organising a Fundraiser, get in touch!

Update from
The Royal Anthropological Institute (RAI)
The RAI Forensic Anthropology Committee met on the 9th June and it was a full agenda. Amongst the items discussed
were the current number of certified forensic anthropologists on the register, the FA-II and FA-I examinations, and
opening up professional certification to non-UK forensic anthropologists. With regard to the latter, it was agreed that
for some countries, only minor changes to the exams would be required.
The Examination Board, headed by Professor John Gowlett, reported on the numbers of certified forensic
anthropologists, and the number of practitioners wishing to sit exams to progress to either FA-II or FA-I status. It was
confirmed that unfortunately the FA-II exams due to be held at LJMU on the 16th July, had been postponed because of
health and safety concerns and Covid- related restrictions being maintained for longer than had previously been
anticipated. It is hoped that it will be possible to run the exams later in the year.
The Director of the RAI DR David Shankland raised the possibility of developing a professional certification scheme for
Social Anthropologists, which mirrors that for forensic anthropologists. The idea was put to him by a leading social
anthropologist from Australia, in response to the increasing involvement of social anthropologists in legal cases such as
disputes over repatriation and the return of land to indigenous peoples. These cases often require the anthropologist
to give evidence in court and it was felt across the discipline that they were not adequately prepared for this. The
development of a framework and certification process for social anthropologists was seen as an enormously positive
move and we look forward to hearing how the discussions progress.
Dr Shankland also put forward a proposal for a teaching and learning platform within the Institute, which would offer
forensic anthropology CPD courses. These would be run by forensic anthropologists under a board provided by the
Education Committee of the RAI and would support the requirement for CPD which forms an integral part of professional
certification. It was agreed that these courses could complement the workshops and other events offered by BAFA and
that the two organisations could collaborate to offer instruction on a diverse range of topics within forensic
anthropology.
A summary of all our recent and forthcoming BAFA activities was provided by Dr Julie Roberts, and the new Forensic
Anthropology administrator, Jo Yates, confirmed that she would post a link to BAFA on the RAI website.

DVI Update
It has been a quiet year for UK DVI particularly with regard to meetings and training events. Fortunately, the annual Interpol DVI
meeting that was cancelled in 2020 went ahead in May 2021, albeit in virtual and shortened format. The four specialist working
groups, Ridgeology, Odontology, Genetics, and Pathology and Anthropology (PASWG), which advise the Interpol DVI working
group were still able to meet and within PASWG there were several developments and many productive discussions.
Dr Hans de Boer, forensic pathologist / anthropologist at the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine (VIFM) took over from
Professor Peter Ellis as Chair of the group, and Dr Soren Blau, Senior Forensic Anthropologist and Manager of Identification
Services at VIFM, replaced Hans as Deputy Chair. The group also welcomed three new members: Antal Kricskovics and Eszter
Dudas, pathology and anthropology representatives from Hungary, and Luis Fondebrider, new Head of the ICRC Forensic Unit
and former president of the Argentinian Forensic Archaeology Team (EAAF).
Discussions within the group focused on two topics; vicarious trauma in DVI
operations and use of secondary identifiers. Concerns were raised about the impact
that DVI operations can have, not just on responders and those directly involved in
the identification process, but also on clerical and administrative support personnel
who can easily be forgotten as they are not seen as ‘frontline’ personnel. It was
agreed that in many organisations staff were not well supported and that more
attention should be given to their psychological wellbeing. Some examples of good
practice were also mentioned including monthly visits from appropriately qualified
counsellors who meet with staff routinely engaged in working with the deceased
and their families, and employers taking responsibility for the mental welfare of
their employees.
A ‘position statement’ from the Forensic Anthropology Society of Europe (De Boer et al., 2020) was used as a point of reference
to discuss the classification and use of primary and secondary identifiers in personal identification. Themes explored were the
hierarchy of primary and secondary identifiers, the frequency with which secondary identifiers are currently used within different
contexts, and levels of recording at postmortem examinations. All agreed that effective reference datasets and databases were
required if secondary identifiers were to be used more frequently and that these needed to withstand legal, investigative and
scientific challenges. It was also agreed that we need to stimulate research and development in relation to secondary identifiers.
Identification of the living in mass fatality incidents was also briefly discussed. This is a relatively rare occurrence, but there are
occasions where survivors can be affected by memory loss for a variety of reasons, they may be disorientated or unconscious in
hospital, and it is not possible to identify them.
It was decided at the end of the meeting that three focus groups would be formed to further explore the subjects of vicarious
trauma, secondary identifiers and identification of the living in mass disasters, with a view to providing advice and guidance to
the Interpol DVI Working Group.
Outside of the Interpol meeting it is hoped that as the pandemic subsides, it will be possible to run a DVI workshop for UK DVI
cadre members. Further information on the subjects discussed within the PASWG will also be provided at the next BAFA
conference.
Reference:
De Boer, H.H., Obertovác, Z., Cunha, E., Adalianf, P., Baccinog, E., Fracassoh, T., Kranioti, E., Philippe Lefévrej, P., Lynnerup, N., Petarosl, A.,
Rossm, A., Steynn, M., Cattaneo, C., 2020. Strengthening the role of forensic anthropology in personal identification: Position statement by
the Board of the Forensic Anthropology Society of Europe (FASE). Forensic Science International, 315, pp. 1-7

